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GERMANY 


DISMISSAL OF JEWS 

New Court Ruling 

JUDENREIN UNIVERSITIES IN TROUBLE 

Winter Relief Co-operation 

The future bistorian of the Nazi dictatorship will have to 
dcvoto considerable space to the attempt of the Government to 
control—4he^udieiary; -He-will nat or ai iy give i:he "grcatsest ‘ 
prominence to the Reichstag fire trial, but when he browses 
among the less spectacular records, particulaidy those of the 
Labour Courts, he wilt be able to write a chapter that is quite 
as illuminating. He will pick put, in increasing number as he 
pos^s the months under I’eview, isolntedldecisions handed down 
by courts of law, which appear to be based on the following 
principle: ** The policy of the National Socialist Party is not 
yet the law of the land. It is only when policy is converted 
into legislation that it concerns a court of law. This process 
is ad yet incomplete and certain rights and duties* of the 
individual under the Second Reich still remain. They are in 
our custody and it is our duty to ,give legal force to them.” 
Unfortunately, the historian will have to i*ecord that in many 
of these instances a higher court has been found willing to 
reverse the decisions based upon this x^rineiple. 

Jt.may-he-remembared that at the end of November, the Berlin 
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Labour Court No 1 ruled that-‘the fact that an employee belongs to 
tbe Jewisb race is in itself not suillcieut ground for dismissal with* 
out notice.’* On Saturday, the Supreme Federal Labour Court 
.overruled this decision. It handed down'a ruUDg.thot ** it is legal 
to dismiss Jews from employment without.notice for tbeTSOterreasofi 
that they belong to the .le wish race.Il—The Court tried to-Save-iis 
face by appearing to~qualify this principle without actually doing'so, 
it declared that there can be no question of enforcing a principle 
that every Jew in employment must be dismissed simply because bo 
is a Jew, but membership of the Jewish race may be recognised as 
a valid reason for distuUisal, provfded the circumstances have been 
fully examined and due account has been taken of tbe situation as 
it has now been clarided in regard to the Jews.” The Court then 
proceeded ns follows; “The ruling that .Tews may be disniisscd 
without notice on the ground that they belong' to the Jewish race 
must not be interpreted as meaning that every one in employment 
who is of non-Aryan origin may be dismissed without notice.” 
Unless this is a reference to those who are neither Aryan nor 
Semitic., such as the Japanese, is difiicult to see what else it can 

mean.But the Court became even more abstruse as it proceeded : 

** Membership of the Jewisb race can be put forward only os one of 
the grounds for dismissal without notice! Tbe other conditions 
that apply in each ihdividual Case must also be examined at tbe 
same time, however, and examined from the point of view that has 
been made clear as applyfng at the present day. In no case can the 
autt-Jewish boycott of April 1st, 1988, be regarded as a ground for 
dismissal, since this was only a temporary measure i^ainst! Jewish 
shops. _Even the.subjective fear of au employer that the continued 
employment of a Jewish e mp l oy.^^ - Trou ld be hai^mful to his enter* 
prise will not suffice. There must be a thorough examination made 
to estabUsh whether theLcircumstances from an objective point of 
view really moke, thh fnrimer employment of this particular employee 
harmful to the employer or his interests.” This would appear to 
be in. flat contradiction to. the ruling itself , that Jewa-may be 
rdismissed without notice on the grouml that tuey bel^g to-the 
Jewish raee. This is sufficiently clear and its effect cannot foe 
doubted. 

- The day befo re ; the B grliu, Siipreme.AJaors^hapded dowiYa 

verdict'upholding the dismmsal of a film director without ^btiee op 
April 5th-solely be'eaus e he wa s a Jg w- bnd 
^ fnaTkB~1£8l5)^ue uhdier his contract and 12,000 marks (^$00) for the 
sceoorio. The company had not completed the picture, on the ground 
that the scenario-was the work of a Jew. The Court found the 
dismissal justified ** because the Government had adopted a definite 
policy of eliminating Jews from all cnltural life in Germany.” 
This Court did not^wait for policy. to be converted into legislation. 

. ,*_Tho Prns^n Labour Courts however,'has handed down a 
decision based explicitly upon law os opposed to policy! -It has 
OTer*ruled the refusal of a lower court to allow a iion*Aryan official 
j;>f ^ organisation to appear before it on behalf Of the organisation. 
Tbe lower court held that the provisions that apply against non* 

• Aryan lawyers apply* also in such cases. Not so, said the State 
Court. is t!^e that, according to the principles of the Nalional 
Socialist.State, non-Aryans are in principle exwided Irom^^partici*. 
potion in low. That has been, however, exactly regulated by legis* 
lotion, and .if it had been intended to. extend the'Aryan principle to 
representatives ol ^aniaations, an/ appropriote.regaiajtian trotfid 


have been introduced. This has not been done, and there is no 
justification for anticipating legislation.^* The Federal M>ui«try of 
Justice-was hot pleased, ahd Ministerial Pirectot Dr. Volkmar com^ 
mented^adversely in the Deutschb JuBTiz. He objected that a judge 
should “ decide as he feels about the eictent to which tbe funda* 
mental idea of racial legislation is to be applied.** Such free jndg- 
irient, Pr. Volkmar fears, is in danger of running counter to the real 
wishes of the lieader* 

Outside the Law. 

‘ One has previously noticed this assumption on the part of Nazi 
officials that the “ real wishes ” of the Leader are not to bo found in 
his legislation. And it is only too true that the future historian's 
most telling chapters will be those that are undocumented in the 
official records of the Reich. It is worth noliing the following 
impressions of a correspondent who has recently returned from 

Germany. , ’ 

The economic existence of the German Jew is a miserable one, 

' The official boycott of April Ist last was bad enough * I was told, 

* but at least it was soon over. But this whispering campaign, this 
silent boycott, in which every eye may be that of the informer, evejry 
hand that of tbe betrayer, is far more vicious and hurtful.* 

** The German civil population, by and large, is not unfriendly 
to-Jewry, observers have stated, adding that it mast bd remembered 
that quite half the country is out of sympathy with those who have 

control of its destiny. In measure this is trae^ bu^^npmic^yx_ 

which aiter'an irihe“ most'angle, itTis liugely negative 
by tbe fact that the civil population either may not or dare not trade 
with the Jew. The / silent boycott’' is doing its deadly work. 
Besides which, Germany to-day is still living in a kind of stupor, 
with all initiative bludgeoned out of the individual. One half of 
the population wonders what to-morrow wRl bring, the other half 
fears the dawn. 

“ In the tramcar, a few minutes after my arrival in the country, 
and before the shadow of Germany had had time to envelop me, 

I babbled with the unrestrained freedom of a free citizen of a 
free country. 1 made some quip about every street being named 
’ Adolf-Hitlemtrasse.' My host took alarm and motioned to me to 
hold .my silence. Another passenger was siting with his back 
.to me—who knew who lie might be? My British passport might 
sc^eguard me but my friend had no such protection*. .We arrived at 
a .Jewish house, where the daughter has an ' Aryan ’ friend. He . 
dare not visit the house by daylight and, when he does come, he 
deems it advisable to use the rear entrance. One evening we all 
sat in a front room, talking of conditions in England, when Frau ' 
L—— suggested,' we’d better all move into the back room. Some* 
one may pass and see K-(the young man) through the. window.’ 

“Makeshift, haunting fear, suspicion and insecurity^—that is 
Germany to-day. And still there is no light of the dawn of a better 
day. This ever-present fear manifested itself again when 1 produced 
some cuttings from London newspapers—a report of the Einstein 
meeting at the Albert Hall, Mr, prmsbjtGore^s-^me^ ..at-Gepwn ^ 
praising'Jewry's part In Britain’s history, thereport of the Allocation 
Committee of the German-Jewish Relief Fond raised in this country.: 

* Heavens!’ exclaimed Frau L-. ‘We can’t peinnit those to be' 

found in this house. We must bum them at once!’ Yet the family 
were glad to have the news. •We' are very glad that you came,’ _ 
they said to me later, ‘if only because we have learned so much 
from you about what is going on in Germany.' ” 

The Government spares no effort to keep not only its own 
people, but other nations ignorant of tbe many uncomfortable 
truths that lurk in the Third Reich. The censorship of foreign 
letters passing through Germany was referred to in the Polish Sejm 
tbe other day. Speaking in the budget committee, Deputy Rosmarin 
made serious complaint of the opening and censoring not merely of 
letters to Germany but of letters passing through Germany to 
neighbouring countries. 

Arrests, decreasing in frequency, still occur often enough and . 
i.rresponsil^ly enough to keep Jewish nerves on edge. Though four 
years since bis death will have passed next month, the hunt for 
someone who can be branded.as tl^ murderer of Horat Weasel goes 
on. Two more inen have been arrested mid one of them is, a young 
.Tewish painter named Saty Epstein. It is allied that he shared 
with a seaman named Stoll the job of watching the street while the .. 
attack on Horst Wessel’s room was made. He has 'been charged 

• wjlthr manslaughter, and his arrei^. (regardless of what , the verdict , 
may be) is already being made to se^e as anti.f^mitic proj^ganda.' 

Behind every arrest is the shadow of a conceutr^on camp. . 
These camps have pot ceased to exist because they have ceased tn ' 
pe “ news,/„aad jlit.BennieBmith-contributed-to-tlie- Ma wchbste h' 

week-azr-s^ of-a personaF^visirtiicr Pachau-IEat ~ 
was no less' terrifying because it was restrained and factual. He 
sums up: *'Xs one who wtm a civil prisoner in Ger mAwy 
— during the World -Wai - of 1914,1 w as more than interest to coin*- 
pare the two experiences^ 1 do not hesitate to say that .ev^ ^:the 
height Fri sian JingoJshAJnthe.^eai^. months of'the War^ the-* 
'humanities m between GeispUkn gaolers and British civilij^ prisoners 
were on an incomparably higher leVel in 1914 than in tlto trea^^ent 
of Germans by Germans ih the enneentration camp,<rf. Ifi^S.’*: One . 
can indeed believe anything of the'^storm troops Who, when they r 
were instrucM to confiscate the house of Lion Fetichtwahger»// 
demolished his library, tore up liis manuscripts, maciigl^ ihe ^ 
scientific material that he had eoHeoted; tripled the flowers in the ' 

- garden and killed his pet.cats and tortoises*' It is- perhaps* ktlidest '' 
to believe ths^ a cog has slipped somewhere, hut the mosh symha* 
thetic and Bartletian attittide.to this spirit .cannot blind one .td.its 
prevailing danger to German Jewry audits potential dangdr . 

worid • ^ 

Registration of Racial Deseeiit.. 

’ ♦ * • - i ' - * 9' - - - 

The mentality that haaih many schools forbidden the Jewish * 
children participate in this common 
physical */contact with jim ihfsrior race' w^d 
now- 
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for all familieq. . Buch regUirs^ion..exists at present only for 
the families of state. a|^ ^p^up^i^ , but it. is- now 


announced that ad extending ' law will :8librtly he promulgated. 
The peculation are therefore urged to' coUcfct individual and family 
data to show that they are of .Aryan dejscent, and to preserve old 
photographii and pidtum ^ their auoestdis. Young people are 
wanied ^at, beCmce miurryiag, they must make sure that their 
, betMthed are of pure Aryan descent, ** because the marriages 
contracted in the future will-be decisive impedance for Germany’s 

future.” . 

Pr. Tcm OppelmBronekowsky, a well-known non-Jewish writer, 
has wrlf^ien alimk entiUed “ Solving the ddirish Problem ” and lute 
obtained a publisher for it in Berlin. The book analyses the Jewish 
situatien-iA -Oeinhaay and pleads tor a better understanding of the 
pcoblem. It has tboretore been banned in Thuringia. It is good, 
howernr, jbo he hide to necerdthe publicatioB of ^sneh a book and 
an even'more exteaorffiniury piece of news tsomw from Baden, 

; WbOie tins State Minisiet of Education reoently indited Pr. Stein, 
Hie GhaidrmMiol the Gouneil of the Jewish Gommunitiesin the State, 
toeplt npon him, scad discussed with him ior over ah hour Jewish 
. conaitions inPaAsa and the education of the Jewish youth. Such 
comm ons e nse , howerer, is rare and stands is^ated against the usual, 
list of ifiaBitiosmi Hie contra side of the acebunt. 

. -. For lyttanch tha Liadau Municipality has prohibited Jews from 

**T ^fT ff in .tnmi. p i il . timt i w ra > rf- 

■nslimdara and diaries to * cite Jewish hoH^^s. IHtherto many 
CfdOadam and diaries contained the Jewish heflidays for the benefit 
of Ik»UiA be ^vish and aon*Jewish*baying public. A csrcolar against 
Jewish^ doctors has been distributed in the streets of Berlin and 
other citiM, asserHii^ ^hat if once a German patiei^ visited a Jewish 
doctor he could never hnse himself from his clutohes. Its object is 
to prat an end to lhe secret visits of Arynttsand even Nazis to Jewish 
doctmrs, ntRl emnmem in view of the faith of many Germans in the 
st^periority of Jevrish doctors. 

.. That the nwial purge -is having tv deleterious effect on the 
Universities was admitted (not for the first time) in an article on 
the front page of the FuANKPUBrEn Zeituno on Sonday. “ Consider¬ 
able difficulty,” -says the article, “ is being found in filling the Chairs 
vacated reason of Officials Law. Many who came forward to 
fill ttwse vacancy were young tutors whohM not been long enough 
at their posts to prove that tihey had the intellectual, human and 
pecsottgt quaUficimons for professorships.. . . . In the Universities, 
as in art, political integrity and service''alone must not, as Pr. 
Goebbels has said,- be>tlL 0 >deriding factor, The.factor was naturally 
pEosent in the period of‘stormy development and change, and con¬ 
sequently it was oanridered. adviBshle in . many cas es to give 
tempormry posts, which after a suitable period could be confirmed 
or-wiUidDawn.”. - 

Yet the pmogimg igaphs rpn. The Geverniuent hits prriiibited the 
entry -of ncm-Avyans -into rite Trrining Colk^S Cor Teachers. The 
^magian -Ministe^viaf -EdumttHm has pi u hffiited ^^ewa^lrom being~ 
loemliOTS erf school cemmitteM.~ -Ttii8 'OMfee e:totude8 Jeaw from all 
posto in jufiteol administration and cancels thS provision of the 
law enacted in 1908 wlrich entitled Rabbis to sit on school com¬ 
mittees in all local schools where there were at least twenty Jewish 
^pils. The Hessen Ministry of Education has issued orders that 
. to no ctommstaaoes should free places in educational institutions 
be placed at the disposal of non-Aryans. 

Winter Reli^. 

In many loosJities other rights, tod,'are being withheld from 
nou-Aryana mi Hke authority of the local officials: .The Manchester 
Guabdiam eorctopoadent confirms that unemployment benefit is 
among ^ose and there is further evidence that dtsoriminaidon is 
being used in Mm diidcibutiod of winter relief. Local a^ionin this 
i hi Mi tsr is against the polioy of the Governments tlrfs is togather in 
as maoy Jewidh sfhiA^i^ as possible, which con only he done on the- 
clear undenrfsnding that Jewish applicante riksHtodrive relief. In 
furthocaace of’Ibis policy an extraordina^ sight was recently to be 
seen to Beriin. The Jim^h Commxiulty inafigarated a apectri com**' 
paign in support ^ the relief funds and at its;fintmBs4tog, attended 
by aver $,000 jews, members of the Nazi pa^nnd storm troops in 
uniform sme nffie^iy present. They sat oh she pli^hrm berito too 
rsposamstoMvto-nt Hi» Gonimnnlty and they apj^auded Herr Heinrich 
Skshb FreatoeiM, :wk^ be ciffied upem im jews to* contribute 
to 4be fanda ’Mart when 'Herr> Stahl put but a toelar . expressing 
toe bops MM tM honpeeat^' “ would pave/^nmy. j^r a bc^te^ 


understanding of the Jewish position 
they refrained from applause. 



in other directions,” 





Herr Stahl has naturally been the subject of criticism among 
the community for t^reeing to co-operate wito the Nazis when it 
happens to' suit them and he has issued a stocteiiietit, in the course 
of which he sayS: “ Our Jewish religion commands us to alleviate 
all distr^s, .to help all people' who are in need, and. it is the task of 
the^ Jewish 'Community to convert the teaching of Judaism into 
action. The icppegLlpr the winter aid work for the German people 
is directed to the whole'-poQPle, and is-4o benefit all who are in 
need, and in such general wo» there can be no distinction of origto 
or faith. This principle has bhen accepted by the responsible 
leaders of tbe winter aid work as the guiding principle of the work. 

“The administration of the work, in which all religions com¬ 
munities, federations and organisations are collaborating, has been ■ 
entrusted to the National Socialist 'W'elfare Department, apd this 
Department has, in the most understnndmg .manner, declared its 
readiness to place the applications made by Jews in need to the 
hands of imr Jewish Welfare Office, which w|U be left to deal with 
them, so that we have every guarantee that the applications of the 
members of our Community will be dealt with in the same spirit of 
justice and benevolence as those of all others who are in neecU 

“Originally the winter Welfare work was to be confided to 
German citizens. But n ow the-Ka tioagl Socinligt «Jminivtfratmn— 
~has decided that alitos in need, tocluding foreign Jews, are also .to 
b8 assisted out of the funds, in exactly the same way as any citizen 
who is in need. And so that our eo-religionists should get kasher 
food, it has been ordered that they can obtain their provisions from 
Jewish shops. 

“ The State has iu this matter shown that it is looking after the 
interests of all inhabitants in need. .AVe have also come to an agree¬ 
ment with the leaders of the AVelfare Department Miat part of the 
funds roised by us will remain at the disposal of the Jewish Welfare 
Office and the other part will go to the general winter aid welfare 
work from which all will benefit. And therefore I call on alt Jews 
to. do their duty to this fund.” . 

It appears now, how'ever, that foreign Jews arc to receive relief 
only if their consulates support the fund. Moreover, Herr Stahl is 
not the only one to meet with criticism from his supporters. 'The 
Government is getting its share too. The attitude of the* Nazi critics ' 
is well summed up in an article in the Frankischeu Volk, a daily 
newspaper appearing in Wurzburg. “AVe protest,” says this paper^ 

“ against putting down the names of Jews as contributors on the 
lists side by side with onr-German names. AVc base oiir protest oo 
.public statements made by our leaders that 'Jews are not a part of 
the German nation, and wo invoke the authority of ttfe Aryan 
Paragraph.” ^ 

The Administration of the winter relief lu OffonbacU has with¬ 
drawn its order that people who receive relief cards for coal and 
meat must exchange them only in^Aryan shops.—“ Now that Jewa^ 
aro receiving winter relief oh the same basis as non-Jews, and ore 
wUlii^ly-contributing to the Winter Relief Fund, there is no reason 
why Jewish butchers should not be equally privileged to suppler/ 
meat for relief cards,” the Administration states. ! 

At the request of the Director of the National Socialist 
Department of Charity in Bavaria, the Jewish charity and. relief- 
organisations of Bavaria have been merged into a centralised 
body, which will be known as the “Federation of!Jewish Charity' 
Orgah^a^ions m the Free State of Bavaria.” 

Boycott Progress in 

{From our Correnpondetit. —New York.] ^ 

The Amerie^ Jewish CoagrcAS has anqoonoed that it will in' the' 
futore conduct Ite boycott activities la oo-operatUm with toe Amerioam,. 
F^eration of Labonr with wfoom it has been negotiating in aa endeavonr 
to woric ont a Joint programme of action. The American Federation 
Laboiilrhas, in toe meantime, efiled on -organised-labour tot'onglinnt. 
United States to make the boycott of German goods effective by Whotoyer 
means pouiUe. 

Jewish boycott' elements, Inchidiag the American Jewish OongretR * 
and'the Unteemeyer boycott oi^antsation, have- expressed deep gtotigol^ - 
tion sit toe decirion of the Foderatioii to make the boycott as effebtive 
as possible. 

In the Hr. Untecoiieyer's orgarisatioa, the AniMieaar^; 

League for toe Pdenoe of jewlsh Rights, has formed a newsgroup to ha.; 
known as the Kon-Seotariah Anti-Naxi League to Champton .ppmaa.v-. 
Ri^ts. Both toese organisatioos will devote toemselves to Xariheriag 
the. iK^att aa-wrii as to .counterhig the spread of Nasi gpopaggiffi^'. 
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